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N Monday, the roth of Auguſt, 79 5 ac- 
cording to information from the Conſtitu- 
tional Society of Sheffield, by public advertiſement, 
the Fi iends of Peace and Reform aſſembled upon 
Crooke's Moor, near Muſhroom Hall, to the num- 
ber of Ten Thouſand, in order to conſider of the 
propriety of Petitioning his Majeſty” to reſtore 
the Bleffings of Peace to this ſuffering, bleeding 
Country. 75 191 6b F 115 


Citixen Barrow, of London, Prefedent.. 1 


He opened the buſineſs by complimenting the 
People of Sheffield for their 22 ee 
moting the ſacred Cauſe of Liberty. He hoped th 
would conduct themſelves upon this occaſion, * 
they had formerly done, by ſhewing' the world that 
they were the true Friends of Peace and Order, 
Nothing ſhould deter them from vindicating and 
maintaining the much injured Cauſe of the People. 
They had been wrongfully calumniated—they had 
even been perſecuted; yet he was happy to fee 
numerous and reſpectable a body of men aſſemb 
together in the open face of dae 


* 


The | 


ing manner — 
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f 4) 


The Prefident was followed by an exgllen 
ollow- 


„ CITIZENS OF SHEFFIELD, 


dad oper or Yrs, country remind me of the 
proverb—Ged i in oy to rey. An infatu- 
ation, unparalle ths Naber of any nation, has ſeized upon the 
people in this 4 for a conſiderable time our powers ſeem to 
have been palſied, and we have viewed, with indifference, the moſt 
awful calamities which can afflict mortals, brought upon. us by de- 
Aguing, obſtinate, weak, and wicked men. We have ſeen the 
dreadful dogs of War let looſe, and have nouriſhed thera with our 
own blood, and fed them upon oar own vitals. Under the banners 
of our Miniſter we have burled the thunderbolts of battle on the 
heads of thoſe guilty wretches who dared to think for themſelves, and 


hagiſh thoſe pminiogsand-courtiers who ou, d their ſubſtance In 
riot. and debauchery. Let us for. a moment trace the progreſs of our 
ible leader, and we ſhall doabtets bare reaſon. toadmire his tatents = 


and applaud bis /virtues. 
Let s fuſt, Gf ye may yet dare to do fu) look into the cabinet : 


| there we ſhall ſee tym ;laying a Jeep plan for exaſperaung the People, 


5painft French Principles, and hypocritically crying that order and 
religion are in danger; the cry is echoed through'the hirelings of the 


ou. pool ny ary pad they abſurd at once plunge intu a ruinous 


d they abſurdly imagine it to be eſſential io 

would, one ſhould have imagined, have 

. execs courſe. We once held the balance of Europe in 
eur hands, and, ſecure in our fleets, in our reſources, and in our 
yocky ſhores, we might have ſmiled at the ſtorm which was agitating 
Rurope, and zt laſt have huſbed the world to Peace: but, alas! the 
RIGHTS OF MAN, thoſe Rights ſo formidable to corrupt Stateſ- 
» had been imed in the world, and they muſt either be 
ned or the whole earth be made a deſert. For this noble pur- 
pole, alliances, the moſt heterogeneous, muſt be ſormed— millions 
myſt be added to our vaſt debt—foreign armies muſt be paid with 
which was ſqueezed from the induſtrious Tradeſman and 


| Phones and fed with that bread which our famiſhed Peaſantry 


have long cried for in vain—rivers of blood muſt be ſhed—Manufac- 
muſt be dragged from their labours to the field of battle—one 
the Bulwarks of Liberty, the Habeas Corpus AR, muit be torn 
down contributions levied Neutral Powers muſt be inſulted and 
dullied—and an antient Ally, agannft her inclination and contrary to 
Dor inteseſt, muſt be dragged into a War which threatened her very 
iſtence. . But the catalogue of court ſchemes is too large to go 
gh; like the Box of Pandora the Cabinet has been pregnant 
with evils, and, „ Ig Re Rand Of the Decoon of AIRS, it has 
covered the earth with IF: 

vc Let 


* 


. 


« Let us now view our Miniſter directing the Councils of War : 
here we ſhall ſee him in his moſt noble attitude; we ſhall fe2 him 
hurling forth the fire-brand of civil War into a neighbouring country, 
publicly glorying in the deed, and impiouſly endeavouriug to tear 
from the mouths of a famiſhed People the common bounties of 
Heaven; we ſhall ſee him, in conjunction with his Allies, madly 
attempting to break through a vaſt chain of fortified poſts, which the 
whole world may aſſail in vain; leaving two almoſt impregnabie 
barriers, Lifle and Maubeuge, and two immenſe armies on the right 
and left flanks, and advancing into a country where difficulties 
would increaſe at every ſtep, and every individual would become an 
enemy: the event of the ſcheme has ſufficiently proved its folly.— 
We thall ſee him conquering a town. or two in the name of the Eng- 
liſh, and putting them into the poſſeſſion of the Auſtrians -e ſhall 
ſze him giving children muſquets in lieu of their pop-guns, and 
raiſing them over the heads of veterans grown grey in ſervice and 
experience —we fhall fee him commanding oui troops to retreat into 
Holland when they might, in the firſt inſtance, have retreated into 
Germany, and, by good luck, bringing them out, through a: paſs of 
not teſs than thirty .niles, in a ſeaſon the moſt inclement ever known, 
without the conveniences, and almoſt without the neceflaries of life, 
and dragging the wounded over an inhofpitable country iaſtead of 
leaving them to the mercy of the French. 

% After we had entered upon the War, the plan of defending Hol- 
land was not, perhaps; altogether wrong; but it ſurely was bad 
policy to defend it ſo long, and at ſuch hazard: and, I think, we 
may juſtly confider the Miniſter as accountable for the outlines, at 
leaſt, of the plan. 1 do not find fault with the retreat, which, in 
ſach eircumttances, appears a maſter-ſtroke of Generalſhip; but I 
arraign the adſurd ptan which placed our brave Couutry men in ſuch 
an unhappy fituation. 

« When all idea of conquering France by its northern frontier is 
given up, we ſee him, at a vaſt expence, and with conſiderable ha- 
zard to the men, keeping the whole Cavalry peut up in Germaay, 
and abſurdly expecting an opportunity for acting ia conjunction 
with Allies, who have proved both treacherous and impotent —-we 
ſee him attack ing Dunkirk by his troops abroad, while no effectual 
cooperation is prepared at home, and a floating battery built in ſach 
a dungling ſtyle (after many ridiculous vaunts) that it could not even 


 approacli- within cannot ſhot of the place; and, therefore, wiſel / 


brought back to the river where it was prepared -e fee him vainly 
attempting, in the face of the whole ſouthern French army, to keep 
poſſeſſion of Toulon, its inhabitants left to the protection of an iu uf- 
ficieat and motley garriſon, arid, at laſt, abandoned to the fury of the 
Republican armies ! N 


« In the Mediterranean we ſee him adding the iſl ind of Carfica to 


the Britiſh doininio15, employing almoſt half the Britiſh fleet to de- 


fen lit, and depending, for the ſubſiſtence of his fai lor s, upon the 
doubtful frienſhip of nations once hoſtile ta the Britiſh flig. In the 
Welt Indies we ſee him conquering in one month, and, for want of 


ſufficient 


[1 


* 
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ſufficient reinforcements, loſing all in the next: troops which-ought 
to Rave been there to have defended the conqueſt, we behold in the 


neighbourhood of Plymouth, ſhut up in unwholeſome tranſperts, 


dyrog by hundreds, and at laſt ſent at ſuch a time as ſhall infallibly 
expoſe them to the hurricanes, We hear him proclaiming martial 
law in the iflands, and thereby diſguſting the natives, and arming 


them againſt. the oppreſſed negroes. We ſee him leaving our ſhips 


ro the mercy of a few French frigates, and endeavouring to pick a 
> ont with the only power that can preſerve our planters from 
arving. la the Eaſt Indies we ſee him leaving our commerce to 
the attacks of the enemy's cruizers. | 
Let us now view him as a director of the marine; for I conſider 
him as reſponſible for the errors in each department, as he is well 


© known to be the primum mobile of each, and to be the Lord Paramount 


of all. That Chatham was a meer cypher all muſt allow, and that 
Dundas is his moſt confidential Counſellor is ſufficiently known.— 
That he ſhewed the former how to manage a hand, which was dealt 
Him merely by a brother's partiality, and which. he had not ſufficient 
ratents to play himſelf, is aſſerted upon good authority, and ſeems 
corroborated by the event; and that he is accuſtomed, with the 
latter, TO PLAN CAMPAIGNS AND LAY SIEGES OVER THE 
BOTTLE, is a fact which the ſtate of both in the Houſe of Com- 
mos, on the firſt breaking out of the War, ſufficiently proves. 

Let us now view him as a Financier, which is more properly 
Nis own department: we ſee him paying off the National Debt by 
tpending upwards of Four Milhons in a conteſt with the Spaniards 
about Noatka Sound, which, after all, it is by no means clear that 
we are in full poſſeſſion of, and which was never worth one- 
Hundredth part of the money: of the true value of this, however, 
even if it be ours, we can lwrdly judge, as, notwithſtanding his pro- 
miſes to Parliament, he has hitherto-preſerved a ſullen filence upon 
this ſuhject. We ſee him too ſquandering a large ſum in bullymz the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia, who only derided the attempt, and, at laſt, 
plaialy told him ſhe would have Oczakow, and had it. He now 
makes atonement by forming an alliance with this keen pobtician, 
who, if 1 miſtzke not, will prove as treacherous as his ether Allies. 


We ſee him too, in order to pay off the debt more ſpeedily, kindly 


preſenting the King of Pruſſia, the King of Sardinia, the Landgrave 
of Heſſe, and the Hector of Hanover with many millions of money; 
almoſt forcing a Loan of more than four upon the Emperor of Ger- 


many, and guaranteeing . the payment, in caſe of his inſolvency, 


which, alter his wars, is by no means unlikely to happen. Beſides 


this, we ſee him reviving antiquated claims, which, if juſt, ought to 
have been ſettled before, paying the arrears due to an army agent in 


the American War, and to the Landgrave of Hetſe for thoſe merce- 


. naries whom he probably got without coſt, and loſt without burial in 
the plains of America. We ſee him adding mijlions. to millions in 


the preſent cruſade, till our debt bas almoſt been doubled; and yet 
his friends impudently aſſert, that our debt is really dirainiſhing.— 
This is, it muſt be confeſſed, a new way of paying off old debts, an. 


reminds 


- — — — — 


. 


reminds one of the Bottle Conjurer, who perſuaded à vaſt multitude 
that he could actually force himſelf into a quatt decaater. The Eug- 
liſh, alas] ſeem fated ta be the dupes of their own folly, and of the 
knavery and treachery of others. | 
« Let us now view him in the laſt part of his character, which 
Lſhill notice: let us look into his arrangements at home. Here we 
ſhall ſee him eſtabliſhing a ſyſtem. of eſpionage —arming the mind of 
euch man againſt his neighbour—making the whole coumry a kind 
of Campes Marti —tempting honeſt and induſtrious Tradeſmen from 
their Families, by alt the foppery and ſhew of In lependent Com- 
panies—luriug the Huſbandman and Mechanic from their Labour, 
with a few guineas and a watch—an |} kidnpping others, notwith- 
ſtanding the hypocritical pretences whicl» haze been made to punich 
this practice. We ſee himattacking the Liberty of the Prefs,_drag- 
ging perſons to prifon, and actually keeping them. there many 
months upon conſtructive Treaſon and Charges, which (THANKS 
TO- THE INDEPENDENCE OY SOME JURIES!) have been 
proved falſe. We ſee kim raiſing the watch-words of party-f[pirit— 
bra ding, either directly or indirectly, or by his agents, thote with 
the title of Jacobins, Republic uns, or Democrats, who dare to t 
tb, voices againſt bis meaſares, er to ASSERT THE BIRTH-RIGHT 
OF BRITONS. We ſec him arranging a plan for ſaddling the nation 
with the Prince of Wales's Debts, which ought not to have met the 
oye of the public, and which ought, in honour and generofity, enher 
never to have been contracted, or to have been pad by other means. 
We ſee, too, (and, alas! we feel) the dire etfects of his domeſtic 
arrangements, in the alarming ſcarcity which has begun its career 
amongit us. It is idle to ſay that the War 1s nt the cauſe of this, 
when it is well known that we have fed and ſupplied, not oaly our 
awn troops, but many of the Allies; when iv is conſtdered what 
ſtores we have lot in Flanders and Holtand; and that nearly five 
times as much proviſion is conſumed by the fame number of men in 
time of war as in time of peace; We ſee this man, at the very time 
when our ſhips ought ta- have left port, locking them faſt in our 
harbours, by an embargo impolitic as it was unjuſt, Inſtead of lay- 
ing the corn importation open to different competitus, and offering 
an additional bounty, we ſee him ſending vat Government agents, 
with whom there could be no competition, and who damped the 
ardour of private adventures. We ſee a. fooliſh expedition pl mned 
for the coaſt of France, and proviſions taken from our own mouths 
to feed Chouans and Emigrants—the event of. which has proved the 
humanity and wiſdom of our immacnlate Miniſter: and 1 ſpeak 
from authority when 1 ſay,. that I know thoſe who een now fee 
flour daily barreled up and tent abroad. Yet this man has the infolence 
and cruelty to inſult us in our calamity, and to tell us we muſt fub- 
ſcribe: for the poor, when our pockets are already almoſt emptied 
by forced and voluntary. contributions; he has the impudence to de- 
clare that we muſt eat only one Kind of bread, and, as i he meant to 
deride us, adds, that we may eke out this bread by meat and other 
articles. Why have we been obliged to ſubmit to this? Merely to 
| pamper 
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the luxury and gratify the ambition of a ſew individuals; to 
enable a haughty and oppreſſive Miniſter to wield the rod of power 
with a more weighty hand. 

« After this Miniſter has got from the pubhe upwards of four hun- 
dred thouſand pounds for powder licences, he gravely adviſes them 
to leave off this luxury. when, at the very time, the batterfiies of St. 
James's are ſhining in their gandy honours, and the poor ſoldiers are 
obliged, for the fake of military decorum, to throw that flour upon 


their heads which their eager appetites would gtadly convert into ſub- 


Rantial food. It has been ſaid, that the quantity uſed in this way is 
ns» objet; but I am crevibly informed, that in the camp in the 


neighbourhood of Newcaſtie more-than fifty ſacks are uſed in a week 
fur that purpoſe.. The average conſumption is, I believe, ons pound 


per man a week; nor will this appear over-rated if it be divided into 
ſeven parts, which makes little more than two ouncas per day. It 
is in vain to talk of relief in this dilemma from fortign mai kets. All 
that we have to expect from the Baltic is acknowledged to be no 
more than ahout one hundted and fifty thouſand quar ers of corn, 
part of which is arrive], and is conſumed ; and the whole of which 
would not ſupply the kingdom for two days. That from Canada, 
after ſo long a voyage, and ſuch an unfavourable ſeaſonz it Wall pro- 
bably, like that from.Dantzic, be very bad. 

© FELLOW+CITIZENS, the weather has been ſuch, ant our di aſters 
have been ſo many, that it plainly appears as if au 4ncenſed Derry 
was fighting againit us. The victortes of our flee's have been of no 
real advantage, for ſhips of war taken from the enemy will neither 
ſupply us with mat. ey nor food ; and theſe ſucceſſes only tend to urge 
us «mn te our ruin. O! could I write with tho pen of Junius, or 
coul I thunder with the el-quence of Demoſthenes, I would enden- 
your to rouſe my. country from their «dreadfuFltethargy; 1 wou'd bid 
them view the judgments of God whick-evicentty hang over them, 
and fee the finger of the At Nane writing-in the waters and in 
the claus, that WE AREENGAGED IN 'A WAR DESTRUCTIVE 
AND RUINOUS —1 would call up his Majeſty to tar from their 


ſeats a corrapt Adminiftration, wit? the general and reverberated 


cry of PEACE! PEACE?! PEACE |-<The blood of. eur country 
would then no longer flow at the command of folly, oebſtinacy, and 


injuſtice—commerce would again pous her ſtores into our harbours ; 
nur cities would no ſonger mourn—ard a merciful Gop would, per- 


haps, pity our d ſtreſs, aud give us a rich and ea ly har veſt: 1 fear, 
however, that aworey, that root of all cvi!, has corrupted our prin- 
caples, debaſed our virtue, and funk us to that tare 'which has ever 
preceded the fall of nations, and fitte l them for ſlavery, or prepared 


mem for deſtruction. Intereſt, ambition, luxury. and diffipation 
- have deprived us of almeſt every manly and virtuous principle; and 


Britons, once te admiration of the world, have ſunk into cone 
temptible bulhies, Machiarelias, politicians, ſord id ſtuck-jobbers, vo- 


racious landholders, profligate'coxcombs, venal courtiers, and igno- 


ran noters and phmderers. Oh t my degraded, degenerate Coun- 


tym! rouſe from your apathy call up to view your noble an- 


ceſtor e, 


— — 
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ceftors, the Hampdens and Sydneys of former times—tear-from your 
eyes the haulage of deluSon, which your falſe fears have ſuffered an 
artful Miniſter to fix upon them, and buldls dare ta tell them, a 
the world, THAT YOU WILL CONTINVE TO. tE JUST AND- 
FREE. If, however, you perfiſt in your obſtinacy and folly, I, as 
a Citizen, have fulfilled my duty; | have warned you of your danger, 
I have deſcribed to you its ſources, I have pointed out. your remedy. 
I call Heaven to witneſs, that if my country muſt fal, } am at leaſt 


thus innocent; and, whatever be the event, 1 am relolved to die as L 
"have lired—4A PATRIOT. 


Here the following Addreſs to the King was read 
and unamtmouſty agreed to;— - | Feats - 


' To THE 
KING MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 
SIRE, 


Wurrt we, your Mijeſty's dutiful SubjeQs, approach your throne 
with all the ſotertn reverence dus to the Pather of the Britim Nation, 
we feel, at the ſame time, embuldened by a due fenſe of the juſtice 
of our claims upon your attention, to requeſt your Myeſty,: in the 
" moſt earneſt and emphatical manner, graciouſly, to employ YOUR 
FREROGATIIVE towards promoting and reſtoring to your Subjects 
the united and inſe perable Bleſſings of Peace a2 Plenty. Give us 
Peace, and Plenty will follow: but if the preſent deſolating War con- 
tinue longer, we tremble leſt Faroing be added to the- innumerable- 
other Calamities heaped upon our heads by the War. Theſe miſeries 
we have felt, we do fee!, but we hope, by your Majeſty's interfe-. 
rence, ſoon to feel them n more, Our Trade has been runed— 
our Wages reduce our Families are ſtarving. Tothe Throne now, 
as our laſt hope, we are compelled to Ik up for. lyccour — io Peti- 
tion for Peace to aſk fir Bread, Let not our Frayer lar Peace he. 
drowned in the thunder of War: when we aſk for Bread let nut the 
Father of his People give us a Stane. 


May the God of Mercy and of Peace incline. your Majeſty to liſten 
to this our moſt humble Petitionz and may that tame God always 
preſerve your Majeſty, aud your moſt illuſtrious Houſe, is the Gacere 
Prayer of, © | | 73, 


Star, 
De Friends of Peace and Reform a! Sheffield, 


% + After 


(10 ) 


After which the following Reſolutions were read 
ene by one, and (excepting i ONE individual) un- 
* aſſented o: — 


* 


abe, 


1. N with the direſul de that unavoidably 
attend it, is as ſore and deſperate an evit as can befal the inhabitants 
of any country. 

I. That the preſent War in particular, by its baneful conſequence 
in this cunntry, has been the direct and immediate cauſe of the utter 
ruin of many capital tradeſmen, and maſter manufacturers in this 
* kingdom—whereby: innumerable- families kave deen reduced to beg- 
gary for want of employ. 


t. That the reaſon of wanting trade and bufinefs to procure the 
necetlaries of life, eſpecially food, is through this unexampled War; 
abundance of poor men, who took proper care of their familtes be- 
fore, have bren driven into the army, and their periſhing families 
left to ſeck precarious bread of the public; which very often is ac- 
companied with the moſt inſolent abuſe, from ſuch whoſe peculiar 
office it ſhould be to direct and 2 thoſe a en with 
lenity and chearſulueſs. 


IV. That it is the opinion of this Meeting that the preſent ſcareity- 
aud conſequent deatoeſs of bead, and other eſſential articles of life, 
is totally owing to the ſending theſe very eſſentials, both corn and 

-caule, out al the couitry to ſuppert the ai mies abroad. 


V. That Chriſtianity approves of no War but what is purely de- 
fenſive, either -of the Lives, juſt Rights, or necelfary Liberties of 
"=p People. 4 
VI. That the preſent diſtreſſes of the common people, conſeqnent 
on the War now depending, is a ſtriking proof of its extraordinary 
An to them, more eſpecially to the poor with low: wages and 
lartze families; dut particularly and above all to Paupers, ſo called, 
where there is no worker but a diſconſolate woman, with ſeveral 
mall children thrown on the pariſh, whoſe huſband and ſatber of 
thoſe chiidrea has been crimped away to ſerve in the army, nobody 
io nurſe them but bet ſelf, and tive allowance from the public will not 
— ber offspring with bread half ſufficicat to maintain natuie. 
VII. That this Meeting fully diſapproves of all riots and diſorderly 
aflemblies, on any occakon; and moſt earneſtly recommends every 
Friend of Peace. and Reform wa in ener, by uniformly op- 
poſing all ſuch tumultuous proceedings. 
VIII. That the legal and conftitutional method of Petitioning the 
Throne of Great Britain, i i the proper reſource of the ſuffering people 
At this alarmiag ſeaſon. 
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IX. That a Petition be preſented to the King's moſt excellent Ma- 
jeſty, praying that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to adopt ſuch mea- 
ſures as are calculated to reſtore a ſpeedy Peace to his diſtreſſed ſub- 
jects. 

X. That the Petition read at this Meeting is proper for that pur- 
poſe, and that the ſame be accordingly adopted. 

XI. That Earl Stanhope be requeſted to preſent the ſame to his 
Majeſty. 

XII. That the Conſtitution of this Country conſiſts in a Govern- 
ment by King, Lords and Commons. 

XIII. That the Spirit of the Conſtitution requires that they ſhould 
be indepeudent of each other: it is, therefore, our opinion, THAT 
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE AND ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS are 
the ot means to maintain the true ſpirit of the Conſtitution. 

XIV. That the London Correſponding Socieiy, the Society of the 
Friends of Liberty, and all other Societies in the Kingdum combiaed 
for the ſame purpoſe ¶ Unverſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments have 
deſerved well of their country. | 


XV. That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the Chairman. 


After ſome few obſervations, the Preſident ad- 
greiſed the Meeting. He recommended to thoſe who 
were not Members to join the Society; for it was 
only by uniting together, and ſpreading a general 
knowledge throughout the Country, that we could 
ever gain our Grand Objet—— UNIVERSAL. 
SUFFRAGE and ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS. 
— This, and this only, could ſecure the Rights 
and Liberties of Britons from the iron claws of 
Placemen, Penſioners and corrupt Stateſmen. 


The numbers who flocked from all parts of the 
Country upon this glorious occaſion, is almoſt in- 
credible. The enemies of Liberty, and the ſup» 
porters of the War, „ flunk ſcowling back” into 
their dens of Ignorance and Superſtition, ſhocked 
to ſee ſuch a number of men who diſapproved of the 
injuſtice done to mankind in general by the unex- 
awpled conduct of an apoſtate Miniſter, 
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